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Wednesday, June 13, 2007
 BUILDING DESIGN 

QUESTIONNAIRE

Project:


Mr. & Mrs.


… …


Residence

INTRODUCTION

We are about to embark on the complex, exciting and challenging process of designing your new home.  It's an exciting moment for me:  I'll be learning about you -- your values, your interests, your hopes and thoughts about the future; I'll be learning about the people you share your lives with, about your aesthetics, your preferences, and your idiosyncrasies.  Inevitably, I'll learn something about your finances.  I'll have the privilege of helping you translate your ideas into a home that will serve, enrich and refresh you, your family, friends and community for years to come. 


I hope you will find this an exciting moment also, this entrance you make into the complex and creative process of designing an environment for your lives.  I hope you'll be rewarded by the self-discovery process involved, by the hard thinking you will have to do about what is important to you, by the pleasures of manipulating form, space, texture, light, and materials; ultimately I hope you will feel the deep satisfaction that can come from having designed and built a home that is sensitive, beautiful, useful and lasting.  

GETTING STARTED

Over the years of my practice, I've found that a questionnaire is an efficient way to get a design project rolling.  It seems to work well as passage from the state-of-mind that says I want to build a house, to the realities of designing.  It begins by asking you some of the larger questions about homebuilding and moves on to particulars.    Read the question through, think about the questions, talk to others, revise, reject and rewrite (expand or sketch on reverse of page).  At the same time, don't be surprised if you contradict yourselves.  Take your time, enjoy yourself.  

Please attach any sketches, magazine clippings, photos, etc. of ideas, finishes, or thoughts you like to any section below.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Mailing Address:
______________________________________________




____________________________________
________
__________

Telephone Numbers:  Home: ____ ____ ______  Work: ____ ____ ______  Fax: ____ ____ ______

E-mail Address:   ___________________________

What is the best time and place to reach you?  ____________       ______________________

     LIFESTYLE CONSIDERATIONS

1.  Why are you building a new home? 

2.  For you, what are the three most important things about a home?  e.g., beauty, ease of maintenance, versatility, investment, resale, quality…?  


..............................
    .................................
....................................

3.  Choose three words to describe the predominant feeling you would like your house to have e.g. rustic, informal, elegant, crisp, bright, open, etc.


..............................
    .................................
....................................

4.  How would you describe the style that makes you feel most comfortable?  e.g., modern, colonial, similar to other homes in the neighborhood, craftsman...

5.  List the things you can't do in your present environment that you would like to do in your new environment.

6. How do see a timber frame home helping you to create the characteristics you've described. 

7.  How do you see yourselves living in two years?  in five years?  fifteen years?  Think about the changing needs of your family as well as the larger issues which could affect your lives:   the influence of the telecommunications revolution, alterations of domestic and global resources, evolving economies.  Is it important to you that your new home be adaptable to these changes?  If so, what changes can you anticipate now?

8.  What  (if any) environmental issues are important to you in thinking about your new home?  Are you, for example, interested in passive solar design, photovoltaic, recycling, composting,  grey water systems, use of environmentally friendly materials, thermal performance design?

9.  How much interaction between the indoors and outdoors seems desirable to you?  Do you see your exterior landscape as formal, casual or natural?  

10.  Do phones, television sets and/or computers / technology play an important part in your lives today?  In the future?  If so, how?

11.   What is your attitude toward dirt?  Where do you mind it?  Where is it okay?  How do you clean and how often?

12.   What colors do you prefer?     What textures? 

13.   Why have you selected a timber frame home?  the wood?   the craft?  the insulation / panels enclosure?

14.   Does music play an important role in you life?   How about entertaining?  Please explain:


Music:


Entertaining guests:

15. When building & designing we try to find a balance between quality, quantity and cost.  In each element of the building we can control only two of these.  Please give us an idea of how you prioritize your thoughts in these areas:



Overall Building:
1.

2.

3.



Timber Frame

1.

2.

3.



Finishes

1.

2.

3.

    SITE CONSIDERATIONS

Please describe the features of your building site (please sketch on reverse or attach lot plan)

1.
Location:
State ........
County ..............................     Township ............................


City / Town  .......................................    Street name ................................ 



Address or Lot # ...............................     Nearest cross road ................................

2.
Size:  Acres_____________   or  Square feet ______________

3.
Terrain   (slope, rocks, creeks, ...):

4.
Foliage   (trees, desert, ...):

5.
Climate:
Spring:




Estimated inches of rain/snow per year:




Summer:



Estimated high Temp:




Fall:




Winter:



Estimated low Temp:



Which direction do the prevailing winds and storms come from?

6.
 Views  (describe and prioritize):

7.
Can you describe how you anticipate living with the land?  

8.
Utilities:

              a.
Electricity (on site, amps, poles nearby, underground):

              b.
Water  (on site, [gallons per minute], well, public):

              c.
Sewerage (municipal, on-site; approved or probe and perk): 

              d.
Would you like to use grey water systems, cisterns, etc. as part of your utilities system.   

9.
Are there any special features you would like to consider or note?


   a.  What is the best feature about the site?


   b.  What's the worst or needs improvement?


   c.  What's best left alone?

10.
Are there any zoning restrictions, or lot / deed covenants?  Describe or attach.

    BASIC DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Your answers to the following questions will help us establish some of the basic design parameters of your home.   

Occupants:

1. Who will be the living in the house (family members, relatives, etc.), their current age, and any foreseen future changes?


Individuals Name

Relationship


Duration of Residence


a.


b.


c.


d.


e.

2.  List any circumstances particular to you or your family that may affect design (other-abled people, medical needs, noise considerations, lighting, air quality, allergies, temperatures, etc.).

3.  Do you have any pets?  Please list them.      What about livestock?

4. Please note when you anticipate building.




Spring

Summer
Fall

Winter


This Year
_____

_____

_____

_____


Next Year
_____

_____

_____

_____


Two Years
_____

_____

_____

_____


Future

Space:

1.  Have you determined the approximate total square footage of required living areas?  If so, what is it?  How did you arrive at this size (existing situation, family size, number of bedrooms/baths, future needs. furniture arrangements, and budget?)


House: 
_____________________________ Sq. Ft.


Garage: 
_____________________________ Sq. Ft.


Shop/barn:
_____________________________ Sq. Ft.

2.   Look at the following list of basic rooms/spaces.  Check those which you would like to have in your new home.  Indicate which rooms would require closets/storage space.  If possible, note square footage or size of the rooms, keeping in mind furniture, equipment storage requirements and future needs.   Please note the average amount of time (in hours or minutes) you spend in each space on a daily basis.

  Living room
.............

  Family room
.............

  Great room
.............

  Dining room
.............

  Kitchen

.............

  Breakfast nook
.............

  Pantry / storage
.............

  Bedrooms   (#) 1   2   3   4

  Bathrooms        1  2   3         ½




  Powder Rooms

  Home office, study, library, den

  Utility/laundry

.............

  Project room

.............

  Sunspace 


.............

  Garage (# of vehicles)  1  2  3      ½

  

  

3.  Now consider your need for specialty spaces.  If what you need is not on the list, please add it.  If you have an idea of the size, please note it.

  Greenhouse
.............

  Patio / terrace
.............

  Pool

.............

  Courtyard

.............

  Sauna

.............

  Hot tub / spa
.............

  Airlock

.............

  Playroom

.............

  Porch (screened?)
.............

  Mudroom
.
............

  Darkroom

.............

  Powder room
.............




  Broom closet

.............

  Linen closet

.............

  Dressing room

.............

  Exercise room

.............

  Music room / area

.............

  Home Theater

.............

  Exterior wood storage / access

  Barn : horse, farm, storage

  Gardens / Landscaping
.............



4.  Should expansion flexibility be a consideration?   Y / N.   Do you know what rooms might need to be added and how large they might be?

5.  What transportation vehicles, construction equipment, farm equipment, etc., do you need to store, relationship to house, and what kind of shelter is required?

    ROOM DETAILS 

This group of questions is intended to help you pinpoint how you would like your lifestyle and your living space to interact.  Try to consider how things feel as well as how they look, and remember the flow of people, objects, and food through the environment.  Describe as fully as possible the things that you find disturbing as well as the things that have a relaxing effect.

ENTRY

1.
Do you like a formal entrance room, or a casual area? With high ceilings?

2.
Do you need a "mud / utility" transition area from the back/garage door?

3.
How would you like most of your visitors to enter the home?  How should they feel?

   LIVING

1.  How do you want the living area to feel?  Would you describe it as a formal space, a great room, or a family room? 

2.  What activities do you see going on in the living area?

3.  Should it be separate or integrated into other living areas?  Would you want partitions, half-walls, doors?

4.  How many people should it accommodate?

5.  What view would you like to have from your living room?

6.  At what time of day would you like the living area to have the most daylight?

7.  What sort of artificial light is compatible with your image of the living space?

8.  Is it important to you to have a fireplace/woodburning stove/gas fireplace/masonry heater in your living area?  Any special finishes or styles?

9.  List any equipment you want in the living area (stereo, books, television, video, piano, etc).

   DINING

1.  What feeling would you like the dining area to have? e.g., formal, casual, traditional, natural....

2.  Would you like your dining room to be a single or multipurpose area?

3.  Is it important to you to have a guest dining area separate from the normal family dining area?

4.  How many people would you like the dining area to accommodate?

5.  At what time of day would you like the dining area to have the most daylight?  

6.  What view would you like to have from your dining room?

7.  How do you prefer food and dishes to and from the dining area? (hand carry, cart, pass-thru...)

8.   Do you have any special furniture in mind for this area?

   KITCHEN

1.  At what times of day and to what extent do you use the kitchen?  Note duration of time for each part / meal of the day.

2.  How many people might be using the kitchen at the same time?

3.  Would you like the kitchen be used for eating as well as food preparation?

4.  What appliances do you need?   Which might you want?   Note specific models, if any.


Sink(s)___________   Stove_____________    DW____________    Refrigerator_______ Microwave__________  Oven(s)______________  Freezer________  Others:______ 

5.  Is there a particular appliance/fixture arrangement that suits you best?

6.  Do you like to be able to look out the window while working in the kitchen?  Y / N  If so, from what area?   Looking out at what view?

7.  At what time of day would you like the kitchen to have the most daylight?

8.  How will you be dealing with waste and garbage?  Do you need an area designated for recycling or composting storage?  

9. Where and how would you like to store your food?  

10. How much cupboard or drawer or pantry space do you need?

11. Do you like pots and pans, dishes, utensils and food to be visible or hidden?

12. Would you use timbers to hang pots and pans?

13. What non-food items do you store in the kitchen?

14. What non-food items (such as desk, TV, fireplace, computer) would you like in the kitchen?

15. Would you like the kitchen be separate from the rest of the house or linked to other areas? List and prioritize attached rooms / spaces.

16. What other activities would you like to do in this space?

    BEDROOMS

  
  MAIN

1.  Do you like to wake up in a bright and/or sunlit room?

2.  Do you like to be able to look outside while lying in bed?  What view would you prefer?

3.  What size bed do you use?  Is it a waterbed?  Do you want your bed to be a particular height off the floor?                

4.  Do you prefer windows, a fan or an air conditioner for ventilation?

5.  What are the privacy requirements of the bedroom from the outside and from the rest of the house? Particular view?  

6.  What are your storage requirements?  What type / size of closets?  Give size and general description of items or furniture. 

7.  Do you like a separate dressing area?  

8.  Does the bedroom also need to function as a study, TV room, sitting room, etc.?

9.  Please describe the overall feeling (cozy, grand, spacious...) Would you feel like the bedroom to have a cathedral / sloped ceiling area or would you prefer a flat ceiling?  

OTHER BEDROOMS

1.  What sleeping accommodations will be necessary for other family members or in the future?  (Use the LAST 8 questions as guidelines.)




BEDROOM 2

BEDROOM 3

BEDROOM 4

Daylight

....................

........................

.....................

Views


....................

........................

.....................

Bed Size

....................

........................

.....................

Air movement

....................

........................

.....................

Privacy / views
....................

........................

.....................

Storage

....................

........................

.....................

Dressing

....................

........................

.....................

Other


....................

........................

.....................

BATHROOMS


MAIN

1.  List the types of fixtures you would like to incorporate


____# of sinks  ________shower size      ____toilet        ___bidet 

    
 ____ bath tub       ____ spa          ____sauna

2.  What are the special qualities you like in a bathroom?  Does it need to be especially bright or roomy?   Are there any special physical needs (grab bars, lever handles, accessibility, sink height)?

3.  Should this bathroom be attached to one of more bedrooms?  Which ones?

4.  How private should the bathroom be from the rest of the house and from the outside? 

5.  Do you need a bathroom easily accessible to the outside?

6.  Do you prefer fans or windows for ventilation?

7.  Do you like to be able to see out a window while showering, washing or using the toilet?   
Which views?

8.  Do you use the bathroom in a hurried or leisurely manner?  

9.  Should the toilet area be separated from other bath areas?

10. Do you prefer showers of baths?  Do you bathe with others?

11. When you take a shower or bath, do you use the bathroom to dress or undress?

12. Do you have a preference for a particular brand of fixtures?

13. What requirements do you have for mirrors?

14. What are your storage requirements?

15. List other features to incorporate:  Exercise equipment, fireplace...

OTHER BATHROOMS

16. What sort of bathing accommodations are necessary for other family members now or in the future? (Use the LAST 14 questions as a guide.) 




BATHROOM 2

BATHROOM 3


POWDER

Sinks


....................

........................

.................

Shower

....................

........................

.................

Tub / Spa

....................

........................

.................

Toilet / bidet

....................

........................

.................

Room Attachment
....................

........................

.................

Outside accessibility
....................

........................

.................

Views / windows
....................

........................

.................

Mirrors


....................

........................

.................

Storage

....................

........................

.................

Other


....................

........................

.................

      MISCELLANEOUS 

1.  How much interaction between the indoors and outdoors is desirable?

2.  Do you like transitional space (porches, decks, etc.)? Related to what areas / rooms?

3.  What requirements do you have for outdoor activities and accessory buildings (pool, water elements, tennis, basketball, gardens, horses, etc.)?

4.  Are plants important or do they play a role in your lifestyle?    How many?    Special requirements?

5.  Do you have a preferred heating system?  What about air-conditioning?  heat-exchanger?  Energy  fuel or source?

6.   Could you find examples of buildings or features you like in your region and either record them via video / photo and or in books and magazines?

7.   What is your feeling regarding security and / or site privacy?

8.  Comment on your thoughts regarding durability of materials and the maintenance of the parts of your home.

    FINANCIAL

1.  In order to have all these new spaces, we're going to have to spend some money.  What is your construction budget for this building project?  Do you have a monthly payment in mind?  We probably want to be in line with the neighborhood: so local selling price and your land value are important.

Your current Land Value:

$ _______________. __

Site Improvement budget:

$ _______________. __

Building Construction Budget:
$ _______________. __

Furnishing Budget:


$ _______________. __

TOTAL projected property Value:
$ _______________. __

Neighborhood average selling price:
$ _______________. __

Neighborhood average Square Footage:      ___________sq.ft

2.  Are there any qualifications to this? i.e. are there any major costs which might not need to be included in building costs?  Are you doing any work yourself on the building?

3. Is funding in place, or what might be the contingencies?

Thank you for your time!

Please make NOTES   /   SKETCHES below and on reverse:
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